Hello Merck Soccer League Participants,

I wanted to first thank you on behalf of the Merck West Point Soccer Club for signing up for the 2011 Soccer Season. It is a fantastic league and I am sure everyone will have a great time playing this season.  I apologize for the length of this message. However, it contains a lot of valuable information, so please take the time to read it in its entirety. 

 

COMPLETING THE 2011 REGISTRATION FORM
No player will be allowed on the field without completing and signing the 2011 Registration Form. The registration form includes the waiver. No exceptions to this rule will be allowed.
PAYING THE REGISTRATION FEE
No player will be allowed on the field without paying the registration fee. No exceptions to this rule will be allowed.

SHIN GUARDS
All players must wear shin guards during play.  This is a FIFA Mandated Rule.  Shin guards are defined as protective equipment that is commercially available and designed specifically to protect the shins. A player who loses a shin guard during the normal course of play may continue to participate until the next stoppage in play. Under no circumstances may a player leave enter the field without shin guard.  The referee is authorized to send a player off the field if he/she does not have shin guards on.
DANGEROUS EQUIPMENT: 
 Players shall not be permitted to wear necklaces, chains, hanging or dangling earrings or bracelets at any time during the playing of the game.  Wedding rings are permitted  be worn; however if the ring has a protruding stone, then the player shall be required to properly tape the ring to his/her finger to ensure that it does not present a danger to him/her or other players. Any player with a cast must be properly padded to the satisfaction of the Referee. If a Referee finds that a player is wearing articles not permitted by the Rules and/or constitute a danger to him/her or other players, the player shall be told to properly pad or remove the dangerous articles.

SLIDE TACKELING: 
NO SLIDE TACKLING IS ALLOWED.
DEFINITION OF A SLIDE TACKLE:  A slide tackle is defined as a player going to the ground to take the ball from an opposing player.  For the slide tackle rule to be enforced, both a slide and tackle must occur.   (Only the Goal Keeper may slide tackle in the penalty area). 
SLIDING TO SAVE BALL:  Sliding to save a ball that is about to go out of bounds is allowed, but only when another player is not (in the eyes of the referee) in “Harms Way” of the slide.  Sliding to save a ball from a goal is also permitted, however, only when another player is not (in the eyes of the referee) in “HARMS WAY”.
YELLOW AND RED CARDS

A yellow card indicates that a player has been cautioned. A red card indicates that the player has been sent off or expelled from the game. If a player receives two yellow cards in one match, the effect is that of a red card. A player that has been sent off is not allowed to play for the remainder of that match (the player will also be suspended for the subsequent match), and it is important to note that his team must play the remainder of the match a player down.

Yellow card offenses include items such as unsportsmanlike behavior, dissent and delaying the restart of play. Red card offenses include items such as violent conduct, foul play, abusive language, and denying an obvious goal-scoring opportunity for the other team.

Extreme violent conduct and / or abusive language (as described in the referees report to the league) will not be tolerated by the League. Any player found guilt of this offense will serve a minimum sentence of a 3 game suspension up to a maximum sentence of a life time ban from the league. 
T-Shirts

It is the responsibility of each player to bring their own T-shirt for the games. For field players the color of the T-shirt should match your team name.
Goalkeeper T-shirts

The goalkeeper shall wear colors that distinguish himself/herself from field players, and the Referee.  Any field player who replaces the goalkeeper must wear a goalkeeper jersey.  The goalkeeper may wear protective headgear if approved by the referee.
Trash
Please respect the facility and clean up after yourselves and your teammates.
Alcohol

Alcohol is not permitted at the field. 
If you have any questions feel free to contact me.

Thanks and Have Fun!
Mike Grogan
President Merck West Point Soccer Club
215-531-0078
Michael_grogan@merck.com
